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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-286 
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Dennis
Date of Introduction: April 23, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: April 25, 2019
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment 
Bill Summary: This bill amends Section 350.302 (Restrictions on campaigning by city employees), Chapter 350 (Elections, Election Regulations, and Campaigning), Ordinance Code. With the amendment, City employees will be restricted from engaging in campaign activities, including advertisements, commercials or promotions, while in uniform. City employees are also restricted from using City-owned vehicles or other City equipment issued to the employee by the City in campaign activities. This amendment does not prohibit an elected official from campaigning in uniform or using their official title while campaigning.
Background Information: The purpose of this legislation is to clarify what a City employee may or may not do during campaign activities while in uniform. Currently the Ordinance Code states that City employees may not solicit support or votes for any candidate, political party or public measure –in person. In March of 2019, Jason Gabriel, General Counsel, submitted a memorandum which described his interpretation of the existing ordinance which stated that the filming of a City employee or City vehicle in campaign advertisements was not prohibited. This bill expands the restrictions on City employees’ campaign activities to include the filming of advertisements, commercials or promotions while in uniform and the use of City-owned vehicles or other City equipment.
Policy Impact Area: Restrictions on campaigning by city employees
Fiscal Impact: No direct cost to the City
Analyst: Hampsey
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